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? : | n THE | LIFE OF 
General George Mashington, 
. 6 wy. « 15 . 5 | 
ö 1 Who died at Mount Vernon, December 14th, 1799, in the 68th 
ö | year of his age. F 
4 | 
= | S 
; 
| | | WRITTEN 
1 80 At the requeſt of the citizens of Newburyport, and delivered at 
1 6 the firſt Preſbyterian Meeting-Houſe in that town, 
; January and. 1800. 
i 
Dee = muß 
ur THOMAS PAINE, A. N. 
5 N 5 a % | 
Ty 40 Oh ! for a muſe of fire, that would aſcend 


6 The brighteſt heaven of invention! 

% An empire for a ſtage, heroes to act, 

& And angels to behold the ſwelling ſcene ! 

4 Then ſhould the MIGHTY SHADE again aſſume 
« His local habitation, and his name, 

« Mantling our ſphere with his ſupernal glory ! 

« Virtue and Fame ſhould pioneer his way 

6 Thro* planets wonder- ſtruck; while at his heels 
{© Valor and Victory (leaſht in like hounds) 

« Crouch for employment !“ 
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Americans, 


Tux Saviour of your country has obtained his 
laſt victory. Having reached the ſummit of human 
perfection, he has quitted the region of human glory. 
Conayzron or TIME, he has triumphed over mortality ; 
LEGATE or Hogan he has returned with the tidings 
of his miſſion; FATHER or HIS PEOPLE, he has aſ- 
cended to advocate cheir cauſe in the boſom of his God. 
| Solemn, © as it were a pauſe in nature, was his tranſit to 
eternity ;—thronged by the ſhades of heroes, his approach 


to the confines of bliſs ;—pzaned by the ſong of _ 
his Journey beyond the ſtars | 


Tux voice of a grateſul and afflicted people has pro- 
nounced the eulogium of. their departed hero—** firft in 
war, firſt in peace, firſt in the hearts of his countrymen.” 
That this exalted tribute is juſtly due to his memory, the 
ſcar- honored veteran, who has fought under the banners of 
his glory, the enraptured ſtateſman, who has bowed to the 
dominion of his eloquence, the hardy cultivator, whoſe ſoil 


has been defended by the N of his _ the protect- 
\ * 


8 
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ed citizen, whoſe 3 rigbts vane been ſecured by the 
vigilance of his wiſdom 3 yea, every fibre, that can vi- 
brate in the heart of an : ASTOR; will atteſt with agoni- 
Zed A 

f | 
Bonn to direct the deftiny of empires, his charter | 
was as majeſtic, as the events, to which it was attached, were 
illuſtrious. In the delineation of its features, the vivid 
pencil of Genius cannot brighten a trait, nor the blighting 
breath . Calumny obſcure. His principles were the re- 
ſult of organic philoſophy, his ſucceſs of moral Juſtice. His | 
integrity aſſumed the port of command, his intelligence the 
aſpe&t of En. Glory, to many impregnable, be ob- 
tained without ambition popularity, to all ant, he 
enjoyed without jealouly. The one was his from admira- 
tion, the other from gratitude. The former embelliſhed, 
but could not reward ; the latter followed, but never could 
lead him. The robuſt vigor of his virtue, like the undaz- 
Zled eye of the 55 was inacceſſible to human weakneſs; 
and the unaſpiring temperament of his paſſions, like the 
regenerating aſhes of the Phoenix, gave new life to the 
greatneſs it could not extinguiſh. In the imperial dignity 
of his perſon, was exhibited the auguſt ſtature of his mind : 


& Seo 
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„ 


e See what a grace was ſeated on his brow, 
« An eye like Mars, the front of Jove himſelf, 
« A combination, and a form indeed, 
% Where every God did ſeem to ſet his ſeal, 
To give the world aſſurance of a man !* 


| OerxkssE5 by the diſconſolate ſenſibilities, which this 
melancholy occaſion has excited, yet inſpired by a venera- 
tion, which no ſenſe of calamity can ſuſpend, how ſhall the 
feeble eulogiſt of the moment retrace the path of the 
hero through - the rugged acclivities of his fame,—how 
| ſhadow the outlines of a life, whoſe influence on ſociety has 
baffled the imitation of the wiſe, —how define the great pro- 
portions of a character, which, like the electric principle, 
can only be deſcribed by its effects? What wing ot human 
deſcription ſhall ſoar to the unclouded height of his tal- 
ents, what chemiſtry of human judgment ſhall ſeparate 
the elements of his virtues ?—The magnificence of his 
deeds has outyied the heraldry of fancy—and the purity of 


his motives has bewildered the deductions of reaſon. 


Fx ox his firſt appearance on the theatre of public 
life, ere the modeſt ſimplicity of enterprize had invited 
the decorations of artificial honor, ere the © hair- breadth 


eſcapes” 


* 5 5 5 4 * an « n 4 
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eſcapes” of the Monongehala had elicited the native energies | 
of heroiſm, to the matureſt era of his excellence, when 
victory had nothing left to beſtow, and Fame herſelf had 
deſpaired of rendering to his merits their equivalent re- 
watd, we behold the ſame undeviating courſe of tmagnani- 
mous action, riſing. like the fun, in gradual and majeſtic | 
progreſſion. In no ſituation, to which the emergencies of 
lis country have called him, however inſulated with peril; 
or ſortified by proſperity, do we at any time detect his in- 
viacible equanimity, modified by incident. In no climax 
of fortune, do we behold him, dejected by obſtacle, or ele- 
vated by ſucceſs;=-deſperate in danger, or ſanguine in 
triumph. Deliberate to concert, he was vigorous to exe- 
| cute intrepid to conquer, he was humane to forgive. 
In council be united the calculations of the veteran, to the 
ruling impulle of the patriot —in battle, he never ſhed 
the blood of an enemy but for victory, nor — a yitory 
but far his country. 55 N 1 


A Av the director of that important and dubious con- 
reſt; which ilſued in the eſtabliſhment of our liberty and 
independence, he diſphyed an impreſſive grandeur of exer- 
tion, which marſhalled into hoſlility the fluctuating vigor 


of bis countrymen, and is till remembered with awe in 


the 
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whe aſtoniſhment of nations. To the rapacious cabinet of 
the mother country, which had recently learnt, in the 
Ane campaign of Ba ADpock, that her gloty was 
„ he had given his name a formidable eſtima- 
tion ſm his military proweſs on that memorable occaſion. 
uu the enjoyment of an ample paternal domain, he was 
: repoſing onder the groves of fame and philoſophy, when 
the chafed lion of New-England « Jeaped on the daring 
huntſman, that had galled him, and boldly hade . defiance 
to his power. The dawn of our revolution was overſha- 
dowed with clouds, that would have damped the ardor of 
any people, whoſe boſoms were not inſpired by the incon- 
 trolable enthuſiaſm of liberty. But what hope of ſucceſs 
could this high-born principle, though ftimulated by injury, 
afford to the unwarlike peaſantry of country, without 
arms, without diſcipline, without funds, without 4 leader, 
in contending with an empire, whoſe policy and valor had 
lor centuries kept the nations of Europe in its toils? Yet, 
at this inauſpicious juacture, when every proſpect was 
enveloped with diſaſter, when unſucceſsful oppoſition could 
promiſe-no reward but aggravated opprefſion, when political 
infidelity had almoſt chilled with diſmay the kindling fervor 
of Americans ;—at this moment, fo portentous, to gloomy, 
| did the bn inflexible, unaſlimilating WASHINGTON 
8 _ 3elinquiſh 


relinquiſh. without reluctance the magnificent retire- 


command. 
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ment of wealth and honor; and, committing to the haz- 
ard of the conteſt, the pleaſures, that allured him to ſeclu- 
fion, and the character, that attached him to life, appealed | 
to the God of armies to atteſt a ſoldier's oath 46 J will 


triumph, or die with my counirymen! Animated by his 


guiding intelligence, America awoke to the conſciouſneſs 
of her powers; and, realiſing the boaſt of the Roman hero, 
an army, — by his creative gs; aroſe at his 


= 


| Turoven the viciſſitudes of a war, fingularly nur 


- tuating in its fortunes, and deſolating in its effects, he diſ- 
| covered a conſtant principle of aRion, which acquired no 


luſtre from the brilliant exploits it atchieved, but derived 


all its glory from its own original greatneſs. Self. dependent, 


and ſelf· elevated, it diſdained the $Qitious aid of circum- 


ſtance; and never did it ſhine with more ſplendor and en- 


ergy, than when fortune had deſerted him, and his coun- 
try had deſpaired. The activity of a fortitude, whoſe 
Rability was reaſon, invigorated the operations of an intel- 


lect, whoſe object was liberty. What but this invincible 


conſtitution: of ſoul, whole gigantic philoſophy. always 
role: with the * it encountered, could have 
r 154 ö 5 85 . ſuſtained 
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ſuſtained the drooping cauſe of an —— peo- 


ple, at that momentous and almoſt hopeleſs criſis, when the | 


banks of the Delaware were lined by a triumphant ene- 
my, impatient for our ſubjugation; when the ranks of our 


| brave defenders, thinned by battle, by famine and retreat, 


crimſoned their flying encampments with the blood of their 


footſteps; when the fate of a continent was ſuſpended on the in- 


credible exertions of a night, and a conſpiracy of the elements 


oppoſed the progreſs of the eventful enterprize ! The mind, 


that was inacceſſible to deſpair, was invulnerable to diſaſter ; 


and at the inſtant, when the fangs of our Invader were un- 


clutched to faſten on his prey, when his pampered ambition 


diſtant thunder of the cannon at Trenton arouſed him . 


Tied by a campaign of diſaſters. 


was gloating on the ſpoils of unconditional ſubmiſſion, the 
his dreams of dominion, and convinced him that the re- 
ſources of a WASHINGTON: were not to be computed by 


the extent of his entrenchments, nor his activity to be pal- 


— 


4 Cathy pen of the hiſtorian muſt be reſigned the 

more arduous and elaborate tribute of juſtice to thoſe efforts 95 

of heroic and political virtue, which conducted the Ame 
rican people to peace and liberty The vanquiſhed foe- 5 


retired from our reſpiring ſhores, and * to the CONTROL 
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| 100 3 who repelled them, the . of his 0 own f 


country, and the admiration of the world. The time had 
now arrived, which was to apply | the touchſtone to his in- 
tegrity,—which was to aſſay the affinity of his principles to 
the ſtandard of immutable right. Enjoying the unbound- 
ed confidence of an emancipated people, whoſe filial fever- 
ence had aſſociated in his character, a greatneſs, uvnexam- 
pled by patriotiſm, with a purity, unſunned by fuſpicion, — 
and commanding the implicit affect ions of an army of vet- 
erahs, whole unliquidated demands, on the juſtice of an im- 
poveriſhed public, might have rendered them zealous in- 
ſtruments of ambition, — the deliverer of his country was 
now: the arbiter of its fate. It was now the flood-tide-of his 
| glory, on which he had only to embark, and the current 
would have wafted him to his haven, That decifive mo- 
ment in the exiſtence of nations and men, on which the 
deſlinies of both are ſuſpended, was now flitting on the dial's 
Point of the criſis —On the one band, a realm, to which he 
was endeared by his ſervices, almoſt invited him to empire : 
on the other, the liberty, to whoſe protection his life had 
been devoted, was the ornament and boon of human nature, 
»=Wazningrox could not depart from his own great elf, 
His country was free he was no longer a general | Sub- 
lime ſpectacle | more elevating to the pride of virtue, than 
& 164 55 the 


Manes = 
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err. 


be foverrignt of the 550 united to the leeptr P * | 


Enthroned in the hearts of his countrymen, the gorgeous 


pageantry of prerogative was unworthy the majeſty of his 


dominion. That effulgence of military character, which 
in ancient ſtates has blaſted the rights of the people, whoſe 
renown it had brightened, was not here permitted, by the 
hero, from whom it emanated, to ſhine with ſo deſtructive 
a luſtre, Its beams, though intenſely reſplendent, did not 


wither the young bloſſoms of our independence 3 and liberty, 


like the burning buſh, flouriſhed unconſumed i the glory, 
which ſurrounded it. 


To the illuſtrious founder of our republic was it re- 
ſerved, to exhibit the example of a magnanimity, that com- 
manded victory of a moderation, that retired from tri- 


umph. Unlike the erratic meteors of ambition, whoſe 


flaming path ſheds a diſaſtrous light on the pages of hiſto- 


Ty, his bright orb, eclipfing the luminaries, among which it 


rolled, never portended © fearful change” to religion, nor 


from its 4e golden trefſes” ſhook peſtilence on empire. 


What to other heroes has been glory, would to bim have 


been diſgrace, To bis intrepidity it would have added no 


honorary trophy, to have waded, like the conqueror of Peru, 


through the blood of credulous millions, 'to plant- the 


Ranch 
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J ftandard of and at the ded mouth of à volcano 1 
T o his fame it would have erected no auxiliary monument, 


to have invaded, like the ravager of Egypt, an innocent, 
though barbarous nation, to inſcribe his name on the Pill 


of Pompey ! 


as 1 
= 


- Sz.r, the grand hioge, on which revolve the princi- 
ples and paſſions, that have ſwelled the obituary of nations, 
made not an unit in the calculations of a mind, which con- 
ſidered grandeur as the inſeperable incident of rectitude ;— 
which owed to fortune nothing of its glory, to POR. | 
nothing of its virtue. From © heaven's high chancery” had 
iſſued his commiſſion ;—he obeyed the godlike precept it 
contained he created a nation! The glorious work com- 
pleted, ſo was his ambition. The reward of his 
labors was the enjoyment of that liberty he had 
protected from violation; and the boaſt of his pride 
was the cultivation of that ſoil he had defended from ſub- 
jection. Amid the fondeſt careſſes of fame, that purſued 
him to rant, | 


-bluſh ye heroic. murderers of man- 
kind !—never did the tranſcendent WASHINGTON, 
on the pinnacle of his greatneſs, deign to be conſcious, 
that by bis talents his country was arent in her glory | 
an was immortal? V = 


 Pvuaiic 
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+ | PusLic opinion has W all ages bern as volatile as | 
the air, that wafts it and the fate, which has attended 
the benafadhurs of their country, has been as chequered as 
the paſſions, and peryerſe as the ingratitude of man. A 
tyrant, fainted by the people he had enſlaved, has been ele- 
vated to a niche in the Pantheon while a hero, whoſe tal- 
| ents and ſervices had propped a falling empire, has found 
at laſt a more faithful friend in the maſtiff chat conducted 
him, than in the nation he had protected. But it has been 
the peculiar lot of a WASHINGTON, to unite to an integrity, 
which could impeach the ambition of malice, the vigilance - 
of an enterpriſe, which could arreſt the deciſions of fortune. | 0 
Through the long labors otly, life, which forms an 
epoch in hiſtory, never for a moment was be rivalles | 
in the affections of his countrymen; and to the honor of 
Americans, be it recorded, that their gratitude to the man, 
| who had eſtabliſhed their independence, exiſted, at the pe- 
3 riod of impending anarchy, the only cementing bond of 


union, which. preſerved their jarring; intereſts from a de- 
ſtructive alben. Wm 


Tu temporary ſtructure of the old confederation, 
which had been planned merely for the purpoſes of a revo- 
1 — when the paſons of the people were 5 


. 1 7 united, 
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incompetent to direct the affairs of an extending nation, 
when peace bad reſtored the complicated occupations of 
life, and demanded a more uniform protection from the 

energies of law, The inconveniences, reſulting from its 
defects, had given occaſion to deſigning demagogues, who 
hoped to profit by a ſeparation of the ſtates, to foment di- 

viſions among a people, who too lightly valued the bleſſings 


they enjoyed. The union of the country was in danger; 


and the evil was of too bancful a nature to admit of a par- 


tial or dilatorꝝ remedy. But, how novel, how aſpiring, was 


the hope of connecting, under one compact code of general 

juriſprudence, lo many diſtinct ſovereignties, each jealous 
ol its independence, without impairing their reſpeRive au- 
| thorities! The unbalanced bodies of the confederacy had 


eſts, the heart-uniting Wasuinoron appeared, the 
Political magnet in the center of diſcord, and reconciled 


and conſolidated the claſhing particles of the ſyſtem in aw 


indiſſoluble union of government. 


| 

: : - ” | F | 
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+ Pos8essING, as well from experience, as inti iition; 


dhe mater ſcience, that could direct the impulſes of human 


action— 


\ 


united, was found, upon a brief experiment, to be totally 


almoſt overcome rhe attracting power, that reſtrained 


27 
8 
1 


3 
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a8tion;—andiinveſted, by the crowded benefattions of a lie 
of glory, with a charm of eloquence, which impreſſed the 
corivitiens of reaſon on the pliant gratitude of bis coun- 
trymen ;—he- ruled, in the councils of that auguſt body of 
Sateſmen-and pattiots, the fruit of whoſe cooperating tal- 
ents was the preſent conftitution of America. By the 
unanimous ſuffrage of an enlightened and confiding people, 
appointed to the adminiſtration of a government, in whoſe 
conſtructien he had exerted ſo beneficial an influence, he 


brought, to the execution of that important and arduous . 


: 


truſt, the energy of a mind, whoſe elevation could borrow 
rio dignity from ſtation, and the integrity of x heart, whoſe 
ſenſibility could receive no bias but from his country. 
With what wiſdom and vigor he diſchatged the hazardous 
and thronging duties of an incipient magiſtracy, the revival 
of political harmony, the extended confidence of commerce, 
the happineſs and morality of the people, will furniſh a 
more ſatisfactory evidence, than the moſt brilliant deſerip- 


tion of the panegyriſt. In this unprecedented tranſition of 


office, his character had aſſumed a new and aſtoniſhing at - 
ritude ;—the impenetrable hardy wood of the conqueror was 
rivalled by the intelligent policy of the ſtateſman. Pierced 
by the glance of his adminiſtration,PazTr,like the recreans 

* eye 
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enen the ſanctity of his e an eee 
the viper at Melita, fell harmleſs from his hand. Appalled 
by the oppreſſive contemplation of his greatneſs, the **cloud- 
captꝰ creſt of Auniriox was overawed by the majeſty of 
virtue ;—and, maddened to deſperation by the invulnerable 
purity of his life, the ſnakes of Exvx recoiled upon the 

head of their miſtreſs, and burrowed to the brain, that ſup- 

Nied their venom. ” cht bars 
cho ons onetiognts TR 30 rar tos $9 of 10 oe eg” 
1 0 ROE: 8 ney oth 
or era, ſhall the * * record the exiſtence 
of a character, uniting, like thine, in one bright conſtella- 
tion of talents, every civic and military glory, that blazons 
in legend, or beams in biſtory'?— | we ſearch in the 
archives of claſſic antiquity, we mi might find a wiſe and ven- 
erable Fantus, who, like thee; could © ſave. a nation by 
delay ;”*—but never, like thee, could ſeize, victory by en- 
terprize, and outſiride fortune: by the ſoreſight of philoſo- 
phy We might behold the majeſtic CixeixxArus, 
who, like thee, in the vigor ot Roman heroiſm, could return 
from the conqueſt, of his country's enemies, to his humble 
Mount Vernon beyond the Tyber — but never, like thee, to 
n protect 
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protect from faction the liberties he had wreſted from in- 
vaſion! We might trace the great 'JuL1vs, extending | 
the terror of his eagles, through realms, before unſhadowed 
by their pinions ;—we might follow him to the forum, and 
liſten to an eloquence, like thine, when applauding ſenates 
inſtinctly moved at his control ; but ⁊obere, in the map 
of thy victories, ſhall we find the banks of a Rubicon ! 
281 H. ENCUMBERED with honors the father of his country 
once more returned to the unambitious abodes of his affec- 
tion, followed by the tears and bleſſings of his fellow -citi 
zens !—The glory, which had encircled the ſcenes of his 
action, could not be excluded by the ſolitude of retire- 
ment. He had deveſted the inſignia of command but 
his empire was not diminiſhed. He had ſurrendered the 
badges of fame — but the gaze of the world did not ſuſpend 
its veneration. The zame ot WAshIxrOxN was ſtill a 
battlement to his country, under whoſe protect ion liberty 
| exulted, at whoſe terrors hoſtility trembled. I 
Tnovon remote from the cauſes of European con- 
teſt, yet affected by the convulſions it excited, in vain 
had our nation attempted to maintain with honor an un- 
3 W Piracy plundered the ocean; In- 


vaſion 
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vaſion thieatened our ſhores. — — ue. 8s eyes of 
America directed with trembling ſolicitude to her venera- 
ble delivrrer; and; again did this MAN WITHOUT EXAM- 
FLE, THIS PATRIOT "WITHOUT REPROACH, Whoſe life 
was his country, whoſe glory was mankind, refign with 
alacrity, to the-cauſe he had fworn to defend, the tranquil 
hope of trpoſe, to which he had devoted the unelouded 
evening of a life of tolls The character was perfedt ! 
Wasnive ro now touched © the higheſt point of all his 
—_ A more than human ſplendor furrounded him. 

be echerial ſpirit of his virtues towered above the globe 
they adorned, and ſeemed to meditate their departure to 
their native manſion. Of the frailty of man, nothing now 
rtemaided but bis mortality; and, eee 
embaſſy of a benevolent Provide 
der of one nation, and the ſubli 


for his memory is immortal without the fiction of a mira- 
cle not like Eljjab;for recording Time has not regiſter- | 
ed the man, on «whom bis mantle ſhould deſcend ;——but in 
bumble imitation-of that OMniparenT AxchITEOr, who 
returned from a created uniwerſe, to nos from tis 
. eee eee he had erecte | 
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Tux auguſt form, whoſe undaunted majeſty could 
arreſt the lightening, ere it fell on the boſom of his country, 


now ſleeps in ſilent ruin, untenanted of its celeſtial eflence; 

But the incorruptible example of his virtues. ſhall ſurvive, 
|  unimpaired by the corroſion of time ; and acquire new vigor 
and influence, from the crimes of ambition, and the decay 
of empires. The invaluable valediction, bequeathed to the 
people, who inherited his affections, is the effort of a mind, 
whoſe powers, like thoſe of prophecy, could overleap the 
tardy progreſs of human reaſon, and unfold truth without 
the labor of inveſtigation, Imprefled in indellible charac- 
ters, this LEGACY OF HIS INTELLIGENCE Will deſcend, un- 
ſullied as its purity, to the wonder and inſtruction of ſuc- 


ceeding generations; and, ſhould the mild philoſophy of 


its maxims be ingrafted into the policy of nations, at no 
diſtant period will the departed hero, who now lives only 


in the ſpotleſs ſplendor of his own great actions, exiſt in the 


happineſs and dignity of mankind. 


Tux fighs of cotemporary gratitude have attended 
the SUBLIME SPIRIT to. its paternal abode; and the 
prayers of ameliorated poſterity will aſcend in glowing Te- : 
membrance of their illuſtrious benetator !—The laurels, 


- that 
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that now droop, as they ſhadow his tomb with monument- 
al glory, will be cultivated by the tears of -ages';—and, em- 
balmed in the heart of an admiring world, the temple, 
erected to his memory, will be more glorious than the 
pyramids, and as eternal as his own imperiſhable virtues ! . 
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